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Who we are? 

The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) is a world-wide civil society network that works to promote the importance of conflict prevention and peacebuilding. It was established in 2003 after then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his 2001 report ‘Prevention of Armed Conflict’ said ‘(..) I urge NGOs with an interest in conflict prevention to organize an international conference of local, national and international NGOs on their role in conflict prevention and future interaction with the United Nations in this field.’ 
GPPAC is structured through fifteen regional networks, which are led by existing civil society network organisations working on conflict prevention and peacebuilding that believed in the idea of networking and cooperation. Each brought together civil society organisations active in conflict prevention and peacebuilding communities in order to articulate challenges to and recommendations for strengthened conflict prevention practices in their region and eventually how together make a difference. 
 

Why we are? 

Violent conflict is devastating on all levels and has both direct and indirect lasting consequences. More then 75 per cent of the casualties of war are civilians – primarily women and children – and after the hostilities end countries and traumatized populations are left to rebuild their shattered lives in an unstable environment. At the same time, almost half of all countries emerging from war slide back into violence within five years after a peace agreement.

Furthermore, armed conflict has been identified by the UNDP as a major hindrance to realising the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). To be more exact, of the thirty-four countries furthest from realizing the MDGs, twenty-two are in or emerging from violent conflict. War destroys communities and economies. The average cost of one conflict is nearly equivalent to the value of annual development aid worldwide. Yet consequence of violent conflict reach further then that, including; 

· The increase of refugee and internally displaced people flows, 

· People are left with long term injuries both physical and psychological from rape, combat and torture, 

· The continued dangers of land mines and unexploded munitions.

Unfortunately, the factors and developments that are increasing the risk of violent conflicts are plentiful. The pressure on natural resources and sources of energy, as well as a consequences of climate change, are expected to greatly influence the amounts of conflicts over land and water. Resulting into a situation in which by 2010, half of the world’s poorest people could be living in states that are experiencing, or are at risk of, violet conflict. 

Dealing with consequences of war and violent conflict comes at a high prize. Prevention is far less costly both in terms of lives and as well as in resources. So what can we do to break the cycles of violence? Conflict prevention aims to prevent or impede violence and destructive conflict and to build a just and sustainable peace by transforming its underlying causes. Prevention can begin before violence erupts but also at any point during a war or after a peace agreement has been signed. It saves lives and is more effective and less expensive then reaction. 

Partnerships between governments, international organizations and civil society are vital to make the transition towards effective ways of dealing with conflicts. One actor alone will not be able to do it – but if civil society, governments, and the United Nations work together, they can succeed. 

Drawing on this, GPPAC’s  invests in strengthening the bonds among civil society actors working towards the prevention of violent conflict all around the globe. GPPAC is an arena where civil society comes together to discuss and exchange ideas and support for endeavours in peacebuilding. This contributes not only to building relationships and learning from each other but also to creating a sense of solidarity and feeling that ‘we are in this together’.  

What we want? 

GPPAC calls for a fundamental change in dealing with violent conflict: a shift from reaction to prevention, as an approach that will save lives, and prove more effective and less destructive. We seek a world in which people and less destructive. We seek a world in which people and governments elect non-violent means, rather than armed conflict, to achieve greater justice, sustainable development and human security. 
GPPAC aims to support a shift from reaction to prevention through the following goals; 
1. To create a sustainable network of individuals and groups efficiently and effectively trained in prevention and peacebuilding at global, regional, national and local levels. This network will include multi-stakeholder partnerships involving diverse civil society organizations, governments, regional organizations and the United Nations to enable effective engagement. 
2. To develop and work towards the implementation of a policy change agenda, as articulated in this Global Action Agenda and Regional Action Agendas, that will strengthen the long-term effectiveness of prevention and peacebuilding. 

3. To raise public awareness around the world and generate constituencies who are informed about prevention and peacebuilding and the important role of civil society in achieving it and who actively support human security as an alternative to militaristic approaches that privilege state security over the human rights and safety of individuals and their communities. 

What we do? 

In its initial phase, from 2003 to 2005, GPPAC worked on setting the agenda, both in its fifteen regions and at the Global level. This resulted in fifteen Regional Action Agendas which fed into the Global Action Agenda. During the Global Conference, From Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society Forging Partnerships to Prevent Violent Conflict and Build Peace, at the UN Headquarters in New York in July 2005 the Global Action Agenda was presented to governments, regional governmental organizations, the UN and other civil society organizations.  

Since the Global Conference, GPPAC has entered its implementation phase. For both the regional and global levels workplans have been developed for the period 2007-2010. A focus has been chosen for the following strategies: 

· Awareness Raising: Gaining public support for conflict prevention and peacebuilding to achieve a sea change in both policymaking and in fostering a genuine culture of prevention in communities. Activities will focus initially on celebrating the UN International Day of Peace around the world each year on 21 September 

· Interaction and Advocacy: Strengthening civil society cooperation with the UN, regional intergovernmental organizations and governments. Initial activities are focused on the UN Peace Building Commission.  

· Network Building: Strengthening national, regional and global networks and capacities for conflict prevention and peacebuilding, and linking these levels to increase the effectiveness of their efforts.   
· Knowledge Generation and Sharing: Connecting the theory and the practice of civil society conflict prevention by identifying, collecting, developing and disseminating essential knowledge on approaches and methods for conflict prevention and peacebuilding. Initially the focus will be a pilot project on peace education and conflict resolution in schools. 
· Early Warning and Early Response: Professionalizing the field of early warning early response and setting up early warning centres, in order to more accurately predict violent conflicts and provide a chance to intervene before conflicts escalate. 
What are some of the things we have done so far? 

GPPAC has become the first truly global network on conflict prevention and peacebuilding, consisting of regional and national networks of civil society organizations, in some cases where no network existed previously and organised the first international conference on peace and security issues at UN headquarters with an agenda set entirely by civil society. At the same time, GPPAC highlighted the successful work of civil society in preventing or resolving violent conflicts, through the book People Building Peace II: Successful Stories of Civil Society and the website www.peoplebuildingpeace.org. 
In terms of cooperation of civil society and the global policy makers, GPPAC has succeeded in establishing effective cooperation with the UN and have been invited to address the UN Security Council and General Assembly on more than one occasion on the role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflict. Most significantly, GPPAC successfully lobbied the UN Peacebuilding Commission to allow civil society representatives from Burundi and Sierra Leone to make recommendations during the Commission's official meetings and stimulated the establishment of an informal Group of Friends on Conflict Prevention, consisting of close to 40 Permanent Missions to the UN.
A GPPAC initiative in which the horizontal, partnership of the civil society organizations from different regions met with the global level was a consultation mission focused on the UN Peace Building Commission consideration of working with Timor Leste. GPPAC members from Southeast and Northeast Asia, as well as from New York met with several politicians, UN representatives and civil society organizations, to assess which position GPPAC should promote on the issue.    

GPPAC has been actively encouraging and documenting  the celebration of the International Day of Peace by GPPAC members around the world. Through these celebrations, GPPAC hopes to raise awareness about possibilities for peace and importance of the prevention of conflicts to turn violent. 

Amongst other things, the capacity of GPPAC member organizations is advanced through the production of a series of toolkits. First of these, offers in awareness raising about conflict prevention and peacebuilding and has been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, French, Russian and Spanish in order to ne of help to organizations around the globe.  
Supporting cross-regional cooperation and exchange are essential for GPPAC to realize its aims and objectives. In June 2007 the representatives from the four separate regions met in the Asia Pacific Inter-Regional Forum to enhance cooperation and relationships. In August of the same year, in Ghana, a regional exchange meeting was organized by members working on early warning and early response. The purpose of the initiative was to share the West African experiences with GPPAC partners form Central Asia, East and Central Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean and the Pacific.  

GPPAC has also been very active in communicating the developments from within the network to the general public through their website as well as by regular production of printed and e-newsletters. Besides that, issue papers tackling areas pertinent to the focus of GPPAC are being regularly produced, including on; ‘Early Warning and Early Response: Conceptual and Empirical Dilemmas’, ‘Agents for Change: Civil Society Roles in Preventing War and Building Peace’, ‘Networking for Peace: Opportunities for the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict’, ‘Joint Action for Prevention: Civil Society and Government Cooperation on Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding’, ‘Why and When to Use the Media for Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding’ and ‘Assessing Progress on the Road to Peace: Planning, Monitoring and Evaluating Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Activities’. 
What do others think? 
Kofi Annan: ‘(..) Nowhere is close engagement with civil society more important than in the task of preventing violent conflict. Indeed, some years ago, when I said that the international community had to move from a culture of reaction to a culture of prevention, I called for an international conference of local, national, and international nongovernmental organizations on conflict prevention. I am very pleased that, in response, the conference of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict is taking place in July 2005. I have high hopes for this conference, and I look forward to working with member states and civil society to ensure that its outcomes are reflected in concrete follow-up steps. (..)’ (People Building Peace II, Successful Stories from Civil Society, 2005)

World Bank: ‘(..) a working group could become a valuable forum to discuss harmonization, knowledge sharing, link with official peacebuilding processes and interaction with practitioners, regional networks, the UN and the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict.(..)’ (Report No. 36445-GLB, December 2006)

Jody Williams: ‘(..) Working with civil society can be threatening to some. (..) working without us in today’s small world is no longer possible.. nothing that effects civil society without involving civil society in a meaningful way can work.” (During opening session of the Global Conference, From Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society Forging Partnerships to Prevent Violent and Build Peace, 19 July 2005) 
President Xanana Gusmão, while strongly endorsing the GPPAC Global Action Agenda: ‘(..) only through exposure and interaction with other civil society groups from around the world can we in Timor Leste strengthen our own civil society.’ (During closing sessions of   Global Conference, From Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society Forging Partnerships to Prevent Violent and Build Peace, 21 July 2005)

How you can reach us? 

GPPAC’s Regional Initiators

Central and East Africa

Nairobi Peace Initiative-Africa

Kenya

Ms. Florence Mpaayei

fmpaayei@npi-africa.org 

www.npi-africa.org 

Southern Africa

ACCORD

South Africa

Mr. Kwezi Mngquibisa

kwezi@accord.org 

www.accord.org.za 

West Africa

West Africa Network for Peacebuilding

Ghana

Mr. Emanuel Bombande

ebombande@wanep.org 

www.wanep.org
Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research

Argentina

Mr. Andrés Serbin

info@cries.org 

www.cries.org 

North America

Canadian Peacebuilding Coordinating Committee

Canada

Mr. David Lord

cpcc@web.ca 

www.peacebuild.ca 

and

Alliance for Peacebuilding

USA

Mr. Charles Dambach

chic@allianceforpeacebuilding.org  

www.allianceforpeacebuilding.org 

South Asia

Regional Centre for Strategic Studies

Sri Lanka

Mr. Syed Rifaat Hussain

edcrss@sri.lanka.net 

www.rcss.org 

The Pacific

Pacific People Building Peace

Fiji

Mr. Mosese Waqa
Southeast Asia

Initiatives for International Dialogue

Philippines

Mr. Augusto N. Miclat Jr.

gus@iidnet.org 

www.iidnet.org 

Northeast Asia

Peace Boat

Japan

Mr. Tatsuya Yoshioka

gppac@peaceboat.gr.jp 

www.peaceboat.org 

Central Asia

Foundation for Tolerance International

Kyrgyzstan

Ms. Raya Kadyrova

fti@infotel.kg 

www.fti.org.kg 

Middle East and North Africa

Arab Partnership for Conflict Prevention and Human Security

p/a Permanent Peace Movement

Lebanon

Mr. Fadi Abi Allam

ppmleb@idm.net.lb 

Western Commonwealth of Independent States

Nonviolence International

Russian Federation

Mr. Andre Kamenshikov

akamenshikov@mail.ru 

www.nonviolenceinternational.net 

The Caucasus

International Center on Conflict & Negotiation

Georgia

Ms. Tina Gogueliani

iccn@iccn.ge 

www.iccn.ge 

The Balkans

Nansen Dialogue Centre Serbia

Serbia

Ms. Tatjana PopovicIt's: 
tanyap@sezampro.yu 
www.nansen-dialog.net and www.bncserbia.org.yu
Northern and Western Europe

European Centre for Conflict Prevention

Netherlands

info@conflict-prevention.net 

www.conflict-prevention.net 

Global Secretariat 

European Centre for Conflict Prevention

Netherlands

info@conflict-prevention.net 

www.gppac.net 

