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I urge NGOs with an interest in conflict prevention to organize an international conference of local, national and international NGOs on their role in conflict prevention and future interaction with the United Nations in this field.  [Report of the UN Secretary-General on the Prevention of Armed Conflict, Recommendation 27 (June 2001)]

Annexes:  
First draft Global Action Agenda



Utrecht, 19 April, 2005

Dear Colleague,
The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict is pleased to send you the first draft of the Global Action Agenda on conflict prevention. 
Through the Global Partnership, lead agencies in 15 regions collaborated closely with the actors of their respective conflict prevention and peacebuilding communities in order to articulate challenges to and recommendations for strengthened conflict prevention practices in their region, in the form of Regional Action Agendas. The overarching themes of these Regional Action Agendas serve as the foundation for the Global Action Agenda. 

The Global Action Agenda comes at a crucial time. It is “a historic opportunity,” as UN Secretary General Kofi Annan puts it in his report “In Larger Freedom: Towards Development, Security and Human Rights for All”. 
From 14 – 16 September, heads of states from all over the world will gather in New York to discuss the progress made in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, at the Millennium + 5 Review Summit. One of the main themes on the agenda is peace and security, linked to UN reform. The current recommendations on the roles civil society can and does play in this field
 are rather weak. 
It is crucial that civil society responds to this opportunity, and puts forth strong recommendations on the future of conflict prevention and their role in it, in advance of the Summit in September. The key message of the Global Action Agenda is that there is a need for a shift from reaction to prevention, and the acknowledgement that conflicts are too complex to be solved by one just actor. New partnerships are needed, which accord an appropriate role to civil society.
We would like to invite you to comment on this first draft of the Global Action Agenda, and to help make it as strong as possible.

A Drafting Task Force
 of the Global Partnership will consider all comments and produce a second draft by the end of May. We hope that your organisation will be willing to endorse this second draft. The final version, including a list of endorsing organisations, will be presented to the UN Secretary-General at the opening session of the Global Conference “From Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society Forging Partnerships to Prevent Conflict and Build Peace”. 

The Global Conference is the result of a three-year initiative focusing on the role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflict and peacebuilding which has involved extensive research, dialogue, and networking at the local, regional, and international levels.  The global process began in June of 2001 when the European Centre for Conflict Prevention, in response to Recommendation 27 of the UN Secretary-General’s Report on the Prevention of Armed Conflict (A/55/985-S/2001/574), initiated a process mobilizing civil society actors dedicated to conflict prevention and peacebuilding worldwide to come together and form the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict. 

We sincerely hope that you will accept this invitation and send your comments to Guido de Graaf Bierbrauwer (g.bierbrauwer@conflict-prevention.net).
Sincerely, on behalf of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict,
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Paul van Tongeren, Executive Director

European Centre for Conflict Prevention,

The International Secretariat for the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict
� Made in for instance in the report of the High Level Panel of Threats, Challenges and Change, “A More Secure World: Our Shared Responsibility” and UN Secretary General’s report “In Larger Freedom”.


� The following persons are part of the Drafting Task Force: Andrés Serbin, Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales (CRIES), Florence Mpaayei and George Wachira, Nairobi Peace Initiative-Africa, Akira Kawasaki, Peaceboat, Tatjana Popovic, Nansen Network for the Balkans, Andre Kamenshikov, Nonviolence International – Newly Independent States, Gottlieb Duwan, Interaction, Catherine Barnes, independent consultant, Guido de Graaf Bierbrauwer, European Centre for Conflict Prevention
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