[image: image1.png]THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE
AN INTEGRATED PROGRAMME OF RI






Tips for a successful visa interview

In the post-September 11 era, temporary visa processing for the United States takes significantly longer than it has been in the past. As a result all invitees to the Global Partnership for the Prevention or Armed Conflict (GPPAC) conference in New York are strongly advised to start the visa process as soon as possible. Here are a few tips on what you can do to expedite the process:

· Schedule an appointment with the American embassy in your country as soon as you receive the letter of invitation. Make your appointment early to avoid the rush and most importantly, to ensure that you have adequate time for all document processing. Make sure you have your letter of invitation at hand on the day of the interview.

· Research application fees and payment modalities. Find out what fees are required and how you can pay them. Application fees needs to be paid before or during your appointment and are non-refundable. Some embassies require applicants to pay the application fees into the embassy bank account and present the receipt as proof of payment at the interview whilst others prefer direct cash payment. In short, the process varies considerably from embassy to embassy and needs to be researched in advance.

· Photographs must be current and taken within the past six months. Make sure you include a clear photograph on white or off-white background in your application packet. The photo should measure 2 by 2 inches (roughly a 50 mm square) with the head centered in the frame.

· Fully complete all official documents. Answer all questions completely. Do not use “n..a.”, “not applicable” in your forms. If the answer is in the negative, use “no”, “nil” or “none”. 

· Show proof of “strong ties” that bind you to your country of residence. This aspect is extremely important. Ties are various aspects of your life that bind you to your country of residence: your possessions, employment, social and family relations. Since it is difficult to predict with any precision the nature of the questions, your best bet is to take all official documents with you, whether related to the conference or not (marriage certificate, proof of ownership of a piece of property (land, house), college certificate, employment letter, etc.)

· If returning to the U.S. provide documentation that you have returned on time in the past (expired visa, airline boarding pass, etc). If you previously traveled to the U.S., show proof that you returned within the timeframe you stated. For example, use an airline ticket stub/boarding pass that shows your return flight or meeting materials to show you attended a business conference.

· With your application, include any materials GPPAC may have sent you. Include with your application, any printed conference materials you received from GPPAC to show that your application process is a legitimate business.

· If you are part of an official regional delegation, apply for the visa together with the other members of the delegation. Applying as part of an official delegation increases your chance of receiving visa approval than if you go it alone. 
· Do some background reading on the conference before the interview. Make sure that you know the name and the purpose of the conference, the venue for the event and the name of the organizers. Even though your interviewer might have all of these pieces of information in front of him/her, he or she still wants to test your knowledge on how much you know about the event itself.  

· Inform the Conference Secretariat (vkanyako@2005conference.com or T: + 1 212 682 2755) of the outcome of your interview as soon as the result is known.






