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The Role of Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflict

                 An integrated programme of research, discussion and network building

Group of Friends for Prevention

There is a growing recognition that the international community needs to make a Shift to a Culture of Prevention. The loss of countless lives, the failure of some military interventions, the growing costs of  peace keeping operations, and many more reasons lead to the conclusion that we have to enhance our efforts towards the prevention of violent conflict. 
In response to the UN Secretary-General’s Report on the Prevention of Armed Conflict (June 2001), in which he emphasizes the need to make a shift to a culture of prevention, and the important role that civil society plays in conflict prevention, in particular recommendation 27, the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) together with its partners in various regions around the world, initiated a programme to mobilize the worldwide conflict prevention and peacebuilding community to form the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict. The programme will culminate in a Global Conference on Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflict and Peacebuilding which will be held at UN Headquarters in New York (19-21 July 2005).

Besides developing an international network of civil society organizations working for conflict prevention and peace building, the Global Partnership believes that to push the agenda forward towards a culture of prevention, a multi-stakeholder partnership with like-minded governments is an urgent necessity. Recently, we have approached various missions in New York, both from Southern and Northern countries, that share this need for a shift to prevention. Some of these countries participated actively in the Group of Friends of the Secretary General, some are part of the Human Security Network, while other countries have showed interest in this issue in other ways. 
In most of the cases, we have spoken to the Ambassador of the permanent mission to the UN in New York.
 To our pleasant surprise all of the responses from the visited missions were positive, often even quite enthusiastic. Overall, the idea was very much welcomed. 

In the short term, we envision the following: 

· In fifteen regions worldwide, regional conferences are being organized and Regional Action Agendas are being drafted. In the spring of 2005, these regional action agendas will be synthesized into a first draft of the Global Action Agenda. This Global Action Agenda will be adopted in July 2005 and presented to the UN Secretary General during the Global Conference. We would very much appreciate an exchange of views with you in this drafting process towards the final Global Action Agenda. 

· A discussion paper on UN, Conflict Prevention and Civil Society is being drafted, with the aim of coming to concrete recommendations for improving the interaction between the UN and CSOs in this respect, and recommendations for enhancing the conflict prevention capacity of the UN. We would very much welcome your comments on the draft recommendations put forward in this paper.

· After the release of the recommendations of the UN High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change in December of this year, an exchange of views would be very useful.
· Furthermore, some kind of monitoring of the implementation of the General Assembly Resolution 57/337 could be helpful as well.
In the long term, we envisage that supporting instruments for conflict prevention and peacebuilding need to be developed and strengthened, as well as programs on key issues in this field. Furthermore, there is a need for support and the strengthening of structures which will improve this work, plus substantial funding is essential.

The Global Conference next year in July will bring together about 1.000 participants, mostly from civil society organizations around the world. Besides civil society participation, we would very much welcome strong participation from like-minded governments as well. One of the challenging panel debates during the conference will hopefully include input from governments coming from different continents, responding to the Global Action Agenda. 
Potential interested missions/governments from the South:

Algeria

Argentina

Bangladesh

Benin

Botswana

Brazil

Cambodia

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

East Timor
El Salvador
Eritrea

Georgia

Ghana
Guatemala
India
Jamaica
Jordan

Kenya

Liberia

Mali
Mexico
Mozambique

Philippines

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Singapore

South Africa

South Korea

Tanzania

Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago

Potential interested mission/governments from the North:

Austria

Canada

Czech Republic

Denmark

Finland

Germany

Ireland

Japan

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Portugal

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom

� Missions who have showed interest: Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, East Timor, Germany, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Mali, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom.
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