Searching for Peace in the world

Many parts of the world are affected by wars and violent conflicts. Many of these conflicts have been analysed thoroughly and much is known about their causes and the reasons for their escalation and violence. Far less information is available on what has been done and what is currently being undertaken to de-escalate these conflicts. Nor is suffi​cient information available about the people and institutions that have gained expertise in specific conflicts or sub-regions. This is especially true for local civil society groups and their role in conflict prevention and peace building.

Furthermore, there is a rising tide of complaints about the flagrant lack of communication and co-ordination between organisations, which in one way or another are involved in conflict prevention and/or conflict management - local and international, governmental and non-governmental. Interdisciplinary networks and forums connecting academics, civil servants and practitioners hardly exist. There is a hard-felt need for facilitating the ex​change of information, experiences and lessons learned among partici​pating organisa​tions, which will stimulate co-operation and synergy. 

In order to address these needs, the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) was founded in 1997 and started its work by producing two publications: “People Building Peace: 35 Inspiring Stories from Around the World” and an “International Directory”. These books contain profiles of organisations active in the field of conflict prevention and peace building, and examples of meaningful, often successful, initiatives taken by citizens in many countries to resolve conflict, to prevent violence, and to reconcile parties that have been in war. ECCP received so many positive and inspiring comments that it decided to develop a programme that highlights the role of civil society organisations in conflict prevention and peace building, and promotes effective strategies for this field in a more systematic way. In this context, the Searching for Peace Programme was conceptualised: a series of ongoing regional projects that provide comprehensive information on conflicts and on conflict prevention and peace building efforts of civil society world-wide, strengthens networking, stimulates cooperation among different actors, and that promotes effective strategies for conflict prevention and peace building.

In October 1999 'Searching for Peace in Africa - An Overview of Conflict Prevention and Management Activities' was published. This book includes surveys on prevention and management activities in 31 African conflicts; a directory of 120 African and international NGOs. The second publication Searching for Peace in Europe & Eurasia was released last February 2002, while the third volume on Central & South Asia was published last September 2002. Currently, ECCP is in the review and editing stage of producing the publication on Asia Pacific, which is expected to be submitted to Lynne Rienner by the end of 2003. These publications you can find on our website.

The Searching for Peace in Asia Pacific project wants to achieve the following objectives:

· Actual information on violent conflicts and conflict prevention in the region is made available in the publication, on the web-site and will be translated on request. Direct beneficiaries have better access to information about each others’ activities and approaches; therefore official conflict managers more frequently recognise local capacities for peace 

· Inventory is made on who is doing what in the field of conflict resolution and peacebuilding by producing a directory of organisations

· Networking and coordination among local and regional networks strengthened while interaction among different actors in conflict prevention and peacebuilding is developed to improve multi-track diplomacy

· Effective approaches, lessons learned and recommen​dations on conflict prevention and peace building in Asia Pacific are described, discussed and promoted, improving the situation in conflict areas.

