“Peacebuilding Initiatives in Indonesia”

The Hague, Koninklijke Schouwburg Thursday 16 December 2004, from 09.00 to 14.45 hrs.

“Searching for Peace in Asia Pacific is a fantastic resource, not only for conflict prevention specialists, but for all those interested in peace initiatives in the region. It combines contributions from an impressive array of experts in a focused and reader-friendly volume. I highly recommend it.”

—GARETH EVANS, President, International Crisis Group

We are very pleased to invite you to the Indonesia seminar that will be held on December 16th 2004, on the occasion of the release of a new book: Searching for Peace in Asia Pacific: An Overview of Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Activities. This event is being organised as part of the Searching for Peace project of the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) and is supported by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and NCDO. 

The main objective of this seminar is to discuss the current situation in Indonesia with regard to internal conflicts and peacebuilding initiatives. At the opening of the seminar, the book Searching for Peace in Asia Pacific: An Overview of Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding Activities will be officially launched. The seminar will represent an opportunity to share information and update the Dutch community on the latest developments in two conflict-stricken provinces of Indonesia, Aceh and West Papua, as well as offering a caucus to debate and hopefully formulate pragmatic recommendations for the advancement of a peace agenda. In light of the historical links that the Netherlands has with Indonesia, and of the difficult relations between the two countries since Indonesia’s independence, the choice to present the book to a selected audience by focusing on Indonesia was almost an obliged one.
The publication that will be presented at the event documents the most important conflict prevention and peacebuilding activities by NGOs and international organisations in violent conflicts in the Asia Pacific region. It captures much-needed insights into the possibilities for effective conflict prevention and peacebuilding and it contains a directory with 376 profiles of key organisations working for peace in this region. Furthermore, it offers a unique combination of background information of violent conflicts, up-to-date surveys of the conflicts in Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific, thematic chapters and chapters with a regional focus. 

While several chapters in the book are dedicated to Indonesia, three of them have been selected to form the core section around which the discussions at the seminar will be centred. They include a broad introduction to the political transition that Indonesia experienced since the fall of Soeharto and on the eruption of communal violence that characterized, among others, that period; and two separate chapters on civil society experience in conflicts in Aceh and West Papua.
Those chapters and other selected documents will be included in a reader that will be distributed before the seminar to all the registered participants. Familiarity with the reader is expected as it will be central to a productive discussion during the seminar.
The relevance of the book is further underscored by the wide array and persistence of actual conflicts and potentially conflictual situations that plague the region.  With it, we hope to build a bridge between practitioners, NGOs, international organisations, scholars, policy makers, donor community and the media, and thus strengthen the capacity for the prevention of violent conflicts.

Provisional Programme

09:00-09:30
Opening of the Seminar by the chair person
Welcome address by Paul van Tongeren (Executive Director ECCP)

Presentation of the Searching for Peace publication to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director for Asia and Oceania (tbc), by one of the editors, Annelies Heijmans.


Reaction to the book by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director for Asia and Oceania (tbc)
09:30-10:15
First Plenary Session: Introduction to Indonesia and its internal conflicts

Harold Crouch (confirmed), professor at the Australian National University and former director of the International Crisis Group in Indonesia; Liem Soei Liong, TAPOL (confirmed); 
10:15-10:30
Coffee Break

10:30-12:00
Working Groups: “Civil Society Roads towards Peacebuilding – Experiences and Recommendations”

Aceh: Otto Syamsuddin, Imparsial, (confirmed); Aguswandi, TAPOL, (confirmed).


West Papua: Viktor Kaisiepo, Papua Lobby, (confirmed); Yohannis Bonay, ELSHAM West Papua (tbc); Jan Nielen, CORDAID (tbc).

12:00-13:15
Lunch Break
13:15-14:30
Second Plenary Session: Presentation of the main results and of the recommendations of the two working groups.

A representative from the Indonesia Commission of the US-based Council on Foreign Relations (tbc) will react and open the floor for further discussion.

14:30-14:40
Concluding remarks by Harold Crouch

14:40-14:45
Closing by chair person

For registration, please fill in the attached registration form and return it to ECCP by post, fax or email, before 8 December 2004. Upon registration you will receive the reader and other additional information. 

We are looking forward to your participation. 

Costs are 15 Euro, including lunch and a copy of the book (848 pages).

For registration, please contact ECCP before 8 December 2004 by post, fax or email. Upon registration you will receive the reader and other additional information. 

ECCP, Annelies Claessens

PO Box 14069 




3508 SC Utrecht, The Netherlands 

Email: a.claessens@conflict-prevention.net

http://www.conflict-prevention.net / www.gppac.net 
Tel.: +31 (0)30- 242 7777 

Fax: +31 (0)30- 236 9268

