You are now reading the first issue of the email newsflash. With this newsflash we aim to keep you updated on the latest developments of the programme “The Role of Civil Society and NGOs in the Prevention of Armed Conflict—Towards an International NGO conference at the United Nations in 2004. This programme should lead to the conference as envisaged by the Secretary General in his report on “The Prevention of Armed Conflict”, in which he urges NGOs with an interest in conflict prevention to organise “an international conference of local, national and international NGOs on their role in conflict prevention and future interaction with United Nations in this field“ (Rec. 27).

Over the last few months the ECCP has initiated the planning phases of a global civil society conference to bring together representatives from the peacebuilding community.  We have begun discussions with our partner organisations and developed some proposals on how we can maximise this opportunity. 
ng the This to a new and challenging project the ECCP is developing in close cooperation with its partners. This new project is linked to the report of the UN Secretary-General on “Prevention of Armed Conflict” from June 2001. One section of the Report is dealing with the Role of Civil Society and NGOs in Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding. In this section it is recommended that NGOs with an interest in conflict prevention organise “an international conference of local, national and international NGOs on their role in conflict prevention and future interaction with United Nations in this field“ (Rec. 27).

The European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) welcomed this recommendation and offered to facilitate a process that would This process or preparation period is necessary, because the ECCP feels strongly that the initiative should come from the different regions themselves. In this capacity the ECCP submitted a proposal of how this process and conference could be organised. In response, Kofi Annan sent us a letter in which he expresses his support for our initiative.
In the drafting process of the proposals, we have consulted several UN organisations, such as the UN Department of Political Affairs (DPA), UNDP, UNIFEM, and many NGOs internationally. Furthermore, we sent out a letter to 150 organisations worldwide to ask for their input. 

Although a decision on structure and content still has to be taken, we suggest that the preparation process would consist of several regional conferences, ensuring broad participation and input from organisations from all over the world. 

The overall objective of this project is to increase the effectiveness of conflict prevention efforts. To achieve this, we would like to explore fully the role of civil society and NGOs in the prevention of armed conflicts. Besides this, an important goal is to improve the interaction between civil society, the UN, regional organizations and governments and thereby to achieve a more integrated and coherent approach to Conflict Prevention. The process as such should lead to a third goal, to strengthen regional networking and to establish regional conflict-prevention networks composed of key NGOs, sub-regional networks, practitioners and academics.
The process of the preparatory regional conferences and the conference at the United Nations Headquarters should finally result in an Action Plan, containing concrete proposals to support and enhance the role of civil society and NGOs, and to facilitate future interaction between the civil society and NGOs and the UN.

