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Reactions to the invitation to a  programme on “The Role of Civil Society and NGOs in the Prevention of Armed Conflict – Towards an international NGO conference at the UN”
“I was delighted to see details of the new project you have with the UN on ‘The role of civil society and NGOs in the prevention of armed conflict’ – a very interesting and really important piece of work to be doing. If I can help with it in any way, please let me know.”
– Simon Fisher, Director, Responding to Conflict, UK
“Thank you for your e-mail and letter of 5 September and for approaching the Institute for Security Studies in respect of the proposed meeting of CSOs engaged in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. The ISS is one of the largest applied policy research institutes in Africa and we may be able offer some support to the ECCP in this regard, should that be of use.”
- Jakkie Cilliers, Executive Director, Institute for Security Studies, South Africa
“On behalf of our President Gareth Evans I answer your generous invitation. ICG finds your initiative excellent and will be happy to be on board with you in this endeavour.”

- Alain Deletroz, Vice President, International Crisis Group, Belgium 

“Your Executive Director's email message of September 5 inviting CMG participation in the preparation for a UN Conference on conflict prevention NGOs struck a welcome cord.  We would be pleased and honored to participate [...] Whatever role ACRON decides to play as a representative of most of the US conflict prevention organizations, you can count on CMG and its Executive Director to be at your service! […]Good luck to you and Mr. van Tongeren in launching this challenging and important initiative.”
- Michael Hager, Executive Director Conflict Management Group, USA


“Many thanks for your exciting e-mail of September 6, 2002. You have made great progress in recent months and enormous strides since Paul and I talked about this idea a year ago. […] The May 31 letter from the SG is priceless and should be the foundation stone for the 2004 conference. […] IMTD is on board as a co-sponsor. Keep us informed.”
 - John W. McDonald, Ambassador, Institute for MultiTrack Diplomacy, USA
“I was very happy to receive the letter and information materials from Mr. van Tongeren about the starting process with regard to the global NGO conference sponsored by the UN Secretary General. […] Needless to say, ICCN and I personally are very enthusiastic to work with you in this fascinating endeavor. We had discussed the materials at ICCN and wish to offer our assistance in organizing the process in and with regard to our region, and offer our feedback and participation in any parts of the project that prove necessary.”
- George Khutsishvili, Ph.D. Founding Director and Chair of Board, International Center on Conflict and Negotiation, Georgia
“Thank you very much for the letter. I think the role of NGOs in peace building becomes very important and we do need serious discussion on how to increase the effectiveness. I think the conference will be of great significance and we should prepare for this. International Peace Research Association will actively be involved in the process.”
- Katsuya Kodama (Dr. Mr.), Secretary General, International Peace Research Association
Dept. of Humanities, Mie University, Japan
“Finally, this is now the best opportunity to thank you wholeheartedly for all you work regarding our future conference "The Role of Civil Society ..." in 2004. […] This is a grateful letter and therefore let me tell you that there would just be nothing (or only very little efforts) if you weren't on the stage everywhere and always to the right time.” 

- Regine Mehl, German Platform for Peaceful Conflict Management, Germany
“I would also like to thank you very much for sending us the outline of the Recommendation 27 Programme. I found it very interesting, especially as when I read the SG's report that was one of the recommendations that most attracted my attention. I think it is a very interesting proposal, and in particular, the methodology appears to be very thorough. As you say there could be some linkages with the work we are proposing, and there could be some scope for some sort of cooperation. We would certainly be very interested in being kept updated on the progress of this programme, and of course we will do the same for ours.”
- Chris Chapman, International Officer, Minority Rights Group International 

“Please be assured of our commitment and engagement in this collaboration because we have seen in practice in West Africa the values of approaches through Networking and Collaboration in Peacebuilding. We will participate in the next meeting and bring to it, our contributions and experiences.” 

- Emmanuel Bombande, West Africa Peacebuilding Network (WANEP), Ghana

