The Role of Civil Society in the prevention of Armed Conflict

Conference in Dublin, March 31 – April 2

Programme of the conference

The Conference in Dublin is the regional conference for the Northern, Western and Southern European region (including the enlarged EU, Norway and Switzerland). The conference is part of a series of conferences being run by the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict. The three-day conference is organised by the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) in co-operation with the Irish Presidency of the EU, and the Irish Steering Committee in the framework of the Irish EU Presidency.

At the first two days,  the regional Action Agenda is discussed. At the third day, the Action Agenda will be presented to a High Level Panel, and high level governmental, EU and UN representatives, as well as some 60 governmental representatives from the Enlarged EU Foreign Affairs (CIVCOM) and Development Co-operation departments.

The programme of the conference focuses on key issues for the European civil society organisations and actors, such as advocacy and lobby, civil society involvement in EU Civilian Crisis Management, the EU CFSP and conflict prevention, development and peacebuilding, and interaction between civil society and governments, the EU and the UN. 

Click here to download word file of the programme

Background documents

As an introduction to the Dublin conference topics, the ECCP compiled a  Working Document, which provides for the background papers for the topical working group sessions, as well as some background information on the Panel debate discussions and an update on the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict, including the regional processes. 

Click here to download the Working Document

Some of the background papers enclosed in the Working Document are actually summaries of larger documents. The full documents are available here. 

Other documents:
Action Agenda
One of the key aims of the Dublin conference is to develop a Western European Action Agenda on Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding, a set of principles on conflict prevention and peacebuilding and recommendations for action to the EU, its member states, and the UN, which will be discussed at the Conference, and presented to a High Level Panel at the end of the conference to support its further dissemination. After the conference, the Western European Action Agenda should find its way to Brussels and will serve as input for the International Action Agenda to be presented at the UN Headquarters in New York, mid 2005, during the three day Civil Society Conference.

The Western European Action Agenda on Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding will be backed by a substantial policy document (Policy Background). While the Action Agenda primarily serves as a lobby document, the Policy Background provides for specific policy recommendations. 

Any comments on these documents by March 22 are welcome (g.bierbrauwer@conflict-prevention.net). After your comments are received, a new version will be drafted that will be discussed and distributed at the conference itself. 

Click here to download draft Action Agenda

Click here to download Policy Background

Click here to download comments on first draft Action Agenda

Click here to download comments on the second draft Action Agenda

